
NATURAL RESOURCES AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT (EXCERPT)
Act 451 of 1994

324.47302 Fishing license; limited number to be issued; qualifications; provisions;
expiration date; suspension or revocation; renewal; transfer.
Sec. 47302. (1) Notwithstanding the provisions of this or any other part or act, the department, when in the

department's opinion it is necessary for the better protection, preservation, management, harvesting, and
utilization of the fisheries in the waters described in section 47301 may limit the number of fishing licenses to
be issued under this part and fix and determine the qualifications of persons to whom licenses are issued. In
determining the number of licenses that the department issues during any license year, the department shall
consider the number of persons holding licenses, the number of licensees needed to harvest the fish known or
believed to be harvestable, the capacity of the boats and equipment owned and used by licensees to harvest
those fish, and any other facts that may bear upon the allowing of a limited number of licensed persons to
engage in commercial fishing in an economical and profitable manner. In determining the qualifications of the
licensees, the department shall consider the kind, nature, and condition of the boats and fishing equipment and
gear to be used by the applicant, the years of experience the applicant has had in commercial fishing, and the
quantity and kinds of fish that the applicant has caught during the previous 5 years, and other facts that may
assist the department in determining that the applicant is capable of engaging in commercial fishing in a
proper and profitable manner and will comply with the laws applicable to commercial fishing.

(2) In addition to the requirements of this part and rules promulgated under this part, the license issued by
the department may contain provisions that do 1 or more of the following:

(a) Establish the amount of fish to be taken by species and kind.
(b) Designate the areas in which the licensee is permitted to fish.
(c) Specify the season when and the depths where the licensee may conduct commercial fishing operations.
(d) Specify the methods and gear that the licensee shall use.
(e) Specify other conditions, terms, and restrictions that are considered necessary in implementing this

part, including, but not limited to, the right to inspect the licensee's fishing operations in the waters, on board,
or ashore.

(3) All licenses issued by the department pursuant to this part expire on December 31 of the year in which
issued.

(4) The department may suspend or revoke any license issued under this part if the licensee fails to fulfill
or violates any of the conditions, terms, or restrictions of the license. The department shall afford the licensee
a hearing in accordance with the administrative procedures act of 1969, Act No. 306 of the Public Acts of
1969, being sections 24.201 to 24.328 of the Michigan Compiled Laws. Any person whose license has been
suspended or revoked is not eligible to apply for or receive a license for the ensuing 2 calendar years
following the suspension or revocation.

(5) Any licensee licensed on November 15, 1968 has the right to have his or her license renewed from year
to year by the department if the licensee continues to meet the qualifications set forth in this section and the
qualifications specified in any rules promulgated under this section regardless of the determination of the
number of licenses to be issued under this part. Licenses described in this section are not transferable without
the permission of the department.

History: Add. 1995, Act 57, Imd. Eff. May 24, 1995.
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